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Brief Summary 
FORMS FOR LIVING

The universal right to housing is under threat in large Mediterranean cities. Political instability in the Mid-
dle East/North Africa (MENA) region and the cost-of-living crisis in Southern Europe have generated a socio-
economic crisis, resulting in a severe shortage of aϦ ordable housing. The situation has been exacerbated by a lack 
of policies and strategies from local municipalities, together with disengagement from the private sector. Economi-
cally vulnerable groups such as the young, the elderly and migrants have borne the brunt of these challenges, and 
are confronted with overpriced housing stock designed for nuclear family structures that do not meet their needs.

In response, Diploma 8 will develop new housing strategies and design solutions for inner-city areas with social net-
works, resources and opportunities in close proximity. Given the scarcity of resources and the escalating climate cri-
sis, we will encourage the reuse of obsolete building stock rather than the development of greenϯ eld sites. To do 
so, we will evaluate existing dormant or neglected buildings and seek ways to reconϯ gure them. We will begin by 
analysing the typologies that exist within our chosen sites, using these insights to inform the development of new 
spatial arrangements. Our designs will negotiate the need for both shared and private space within each building, 
and we will place particular focus on transitional spaces between indoor and outdoor areas, such as staircases, thresh-
olds, corridors, entrances, windows, doors, balconies and terraces. We will identify local material techniques that 
can reduce emissions and the environmental impact of our interventions in each speciϯ c context. Through this, 
the unit will generate a set of architectural proposals that encourage new forms of living within existing buildings.

AREA OF FOCUS
Dip 8 work is focused on architectural solutions for housing after reϲ ecting on sociopolitical and economic issues 
in large Mediterranean cities by looking at regulations, typological studies, reuse of buildings and material cultures. 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
Our position regarding environmental sustainability is based on three major concerns. Extreme climatic conditions 
are raising some ecological challenges in the Mediterranean region. Exploring passive building solutions for improving 
energy management in buildings can create a healthier living environment. This region, on the other hand, is well-
known for its rich supply of building materials and craftsmen ateliers. Using local suppliers and manufacturers during 
construction will reduce carbon emissions while stimulating local production. Finally, large cities of this region have 
many vacant or unϯ t residential buildings that could be restored, reused, or transformed to meet housing needs. Rath-
er than demolish or occupy greenϯ eld areas, this alternative brings our environmental awareness to the urban level.

UNIT TUTORS
Francisco González de Canales and Nuria Álvarez Lombardero are co-founders of Canales & Lombardero (canal-
es-lombardero.com; @canaleslombardero) and Politics of Fabrication (politicsfablab.wordpress.com). Francisco 
studied architecture and theory at ETSA Seville, ETSA Barcelona and Harvard University, and worked for Foster + 
Partners and Rafael Moneo. He has lectured in England, Chile, Mexico, Spain and the US. Among his recent pub-
lications are First Works, Experiments with Life Itself, Rafael Moneo: Building, Teaching and Writing, Practice and 
Crisis and Mannerism Today. Nuria studied architecture and urbanism at ETSA Madrid and the AA and worked 
for Machado & Silvetti Associates in Boston. She has previously taught at the University of Cambridge, UCL Bar-
tlett, TEC Monterrey and University of Seville. Her work on gender studies in architecture and urban typologies 
has been widely published, as her award-winning book Arquitectas: Redeϯ ning the Practice. Both hold a PhD, are 
co-authors of Politics and digital fabrication: an ongoing debate (2017) and have been teaching at the AA since 2009.





Unit Work
In Diploma 8, we believe that architects´ work is fundamentally intellectual.  This does not mean that architects should 
not master certain techniques to articulate their own ideas properly, but these techniques have to be subordinated to 
intellectual and conceptual preoccupations which guide them. Following this principle, DIP 8 proposes a year work 
based on a compelling argument related to critical questions able to direct design work throughout diϦ erent stages. 
Proliϯ c production of drawings, images, collages, videos, texts and material tests will be encouraged, but only in rela-
tion to precise and sophisticated individual arguments that will construct an individual design thesis.

PORTFOLIO
The unit work throughout the year will be compiled in a portfolio which will prove the ability to consistently relate 
theoretical inquiries to design solutions. This portfolio will be composed of a booklets, drawings, models, and possibly 
ϯ lms. Their laying out and presentation are seriously considered within the unit, as they are a fundamental part of 
communicating individual arguments and ideas. For that purpose, portfolios will be reviewed at the end of each term.

BOOK
First, a book summarising four main investigations will be developed throughout the year. The ϯ rst booklet will 
condense an individual investigation on artefacts’ formal relations with a series of drawings reϲ ecting the design 
process and photographic studies of testing models showing spatial ϯ ndings. The second one will include an individual 
site investigation, with particular observations of the city selected and a survey of the site-building chosen that will be 
translated into precise context drawings. The third one will be a report on forms of  living and housing typologies, 
with collective housing case studies, typological explorations of new housing spatial conϯ gurations and observations on 
the local way of living related to Mediterranean culture and the individuals to which the housing proposal is respond-
ing. Finally, the fourth one will be speciϯ c research on sustainable material possibilities, considering local sources 
and construction processes. These two latter research pieces can be conducted with online and AA resources (readings, 
photographs, virtual media, digital maps news, urban plans & so on) and individual unit trips to the chosen site dur-
ing the Winter Break and/or Term 2 Open Week. This visit will help to have a deeper understanding of the context. 

DRAWINGS & MODELS
Besides this book, the portfolio will contain large architectural drawings at diϦ erent scales, inspiring photographs of 
ϯ nal models and communicative collages describing individual proposals. Some high resolution drawings and col-
lages will be created to clearly represent the spaces generated in each individual proposal. These large format drawings 
will demonstrate a certain level of detail on housing spaces and material solutions of artefacts design. 

As the unit has a major focus on materiality, models will be a key component of the ϯ nal design portfolio describing 
experimentations at diϦ erent scales.  Students should plan the buying of materials and familiarise with digital fabrica-
tion tools at AA DPL, like laser cuts, 3D print and CNC to fabricate moulds, wooden-metal and model workshops 
for making them during the academic year. There will be some online Masterclasses in the First Term where some of 
the unit model-making and material experiments will be explained. 

PHOTOGRAPHY & FILM
Photography and ϯ lm will be an important technique to be used for exploring models created. Basic knowledge of how to 
use a camera, video-camera or a high resolution mobile camera will be necessary to properly ϯ lm and photograph them.
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 Unit Methods
THEORY, LECTURES & SEMINARS

The students in DIP 8 should have a strong interest in political, sociocultural, urban, and architectural theories, with 
the aim of translating these into speciϯ c design proposals. Conceptually, these theories are considered a fundamental 
component of the design process. Students should familiarize themselves with the unit bibliography, and most im-
portantly, read the indicated texts to progress with their design and research. This unit proposes to combine History 
and Theory (HTS) work with individual unit investigations, and to ϯ nd a common conceptual grounding.  Lectures 
and seminars will be conducted in Terms 1 and 2 covering major questions about the unit brief and its design de-
velopment. The aim of these activities is to have a clear understanding of key concepts explored in the unit. Some 
guest lecturers will be invited to conduct talks on these speciϯ c questions that will be discussed in diϦ erent seminars. 

MASTERCLASSES & WORKSHOPS
Continuing with last year´s initiative in the unit, there will be some Masterclasses in the ϯ rst term where guests will in-
troduce us to questions such as model-making techniques, materials, photography and ϯ lm. In addition, there will be a 
Photoshop Advance & VRay workshop to express spatial atmospheres created related to the design thesis and individual 
tutorials of other software for speciϯ c design development needs. As we will be working with existing buildings, we will or-
ganise a workshop on how to use Photogrammetry Software to have digital versions of your sites after your ϯ eld research. 

SITE & STUDY VISITS
DIP 8 research will be focused on large Mediterranean cities, their problematic housing provision, existing residential 
typologies, local sustainable materials and creative explorations of traditional building crafts aligned to experiences in 
this region cultures. Each student should select a city, a housing typology and a site that will be thoroughly investigated 
with very close survey and understanding of speciϯ c buildings. We strongly recommend to choose a hometown or 
well-known location, but we can also provide some information of locations we have already investigated in the unit. 
We are open to groups of students studying the same city, but sites should be diϦ erent and individually selected. For 
this investigation, students should plan their own ϯ eld trips during Winter Break or/and Second Term Open Week. 
Keep in mind that some locations that might required two visits to have a deep comprehension of it.

DIP 8 will do two unit trips to learn about questions related to unit brief ,such as housing examples and material practices 
in this region, and to become familiar with the speciϯ c Mediterranean environmental conditions. The ϯ rst trip will be 
to Barcelona and/or Majorca in Spain during First Term open week and the second to Morocco during the Spring Break.

ETS STUDIES
Following those environmental challenges mentioned before, the unit suggests ETS explorations on material, struc-
tural and construction processes drawn from the richness of local culture and its resources. Students´work will inves-
tigate architectural solutions to generate new environmental possibilities, considering parameters such as light and 
ventilation, and economic ways of construction. Hybrid systems of fabrication and construction combining both 
low and high technologies, as well as collaborative models of self-building could be also part of a technical investi-
gation.  DIP 8 understands the Environmental and Technical Studies as an integral part of the design process. 
ETS research is an ongoing process related to unit work that should be progressively documented to support de-
sign proposals and build an operational technical study. The unit will follow Option 2 with the ϯ nal submission of 
ETS portfolio at the beginning of Term 3. This academic year, the unit is interested in exploring “architectural arte-
facts” that once inserted in existing obsolete structures will bring aϦ ordable housing to vulnerable sectors of society. 
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 Unit Calendar
W1  - Interviews & start of the year
          SHAPING THE ARTEFACT 
W2  - Tutorials & Masterclass
W3 -  Tutorials, Seminar-Lecture
W4 -  Tutorials & Masterclass
W5 -  Tutorials & Mid-Term Jury (tbc)
W6 - CLIMATE MATTERS WEEK
W/  - OPEN WEEK  Study Trip to Barcelona/Majorca
          TYPOLOGY & CONTEXT 
W8 -    Tutorials & Seminar 
W9 -    Tutorials & Lecture
W10 -  Tutorials & Lecture
W11 -  Tutorials
W12 -  End of Term Jury
             WINTER BREAK - City research
      FIELD RESEARCH
W1 -  Tutorials & Seminar
W2 -  Tutorials
W3 -  Tutorials
W4 -  Tutorials
W5 - OPEN WEEK - Individual site trips
      HOUSING FOR THE COLLECTIVE
W6 - Tutorials & Seminar
W/ - Tutorials & Mid-Term Jury (tbc)
W8 - Tutorials & Workshop (tbc)
W9 - Tutorials & ETS Previews
W10 -  Previews 4th years
W11 - Previews 5th years
SPRING BREAK - Unit Trip to Morocco
      POLITICS & NARRATIVES 
W1 -  Tutorials & ETS Submission
W2 - Tutorials & Workshop (tbc)
W3 - Tutorials
W4 - Tutorials  
W5 - Tutorials & End of Year Jury  
W6 -  Tutorials  
W/ -  Reviews 4th years
W8 -  Reviews 5th years & Committee Hons.
W9 -  RIBA Part 2 & Graduation

Tutorials are Mondays or Tuesdays and Fridays. Changes will be announced in advance  
Any enquire email us to: nuria.lombardero@aaschool.ac.uk;   francisco.gonzalez@aaschool.ac.uk   
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Term 1
12 Weeks - From the 25th of September to 15th of December

The unit begins searching for the formal deϯ nition of diϦ erent architectural artefacts or fragments that, once introduced in an 
existing condition, will facilitates a change in the provision and type of housing in inner city areas of large Mediterranean cities. 
They will be strategic architectural elements enhancing the living conditions of residents through sustainable design strategies. 

SHAPING THE ARTEFACT
Term 1 - Weeks 1-5

Firstly, material and formal principles of these artefacts will be tested in speculative exercises by means of experimentation with 
models and drawings to open up multiple possibilities. Since we intend to place them in existing buildings or residual spaces to 
create aϦ ordable housing and new ways of living, they will be of small to medium architectural dimensions. They will serve as me-
diators between urban and domestic scales and articulate interactions between collective and individual human practices, so tran-
sition and relational spaces, such as thresholds, courtyards, terraces, and patios, will be a major focus. Photography and ϯ lm will be 
used as a technique to scrutinize all models experimenting with light, texture and colour eϦ ects in space related to local conditions. 

Later, the unit will conducted an investigation into Mediterranean material possibilities to build these artefacts in a cost-eϦ ective 
and sustainable manner. This means investigating what materials are used, where they are sourced, how they are treated, and how 
they are used during construction. A study will be conducted through detailed reports and model-making tests to get a better 
understanding of the expression, the natural state, structural logic, and organic morphology of these materials. Our approach 
during the  Climate Matters Week will be in this direction.
Masterclasses  On materials and model making (casting) & on Photography and Film W4 & 5 (tbc)
Seminar - Lecture On Form: doors, windows and critical thresholds. W3
Outputs-Mid Term Jury: set of models explored through photographs and ϯ lms, material explorations & booklets on artefact´s 
formal relations and with sustainable material & construction studies (to be completed).
Study Trip to Barcelona and/or Majorca W6-7 (related to Climate Matters Week activities- dates to be conϯ rmed)

TYPOLOGIES & CONTEXT
Term 1 - Weeks 6-12

Following previous explorations, a more analytical phase will scrutinize the spatial organization of housing typologies. A re-
view of histories and theories on form and domesticity will be conducted to open up individual ideas about new types of 
housing spatial organization. Modern society has challenged preconceptions about housing types used for decades in archi-
tecture without question. Contemporary social dynamics and forms of living are challenging those housing models inherited 
from the late 19th to the beginning of the 20th century social norms in Europe and North America that were later imple-
mented in diϦ erent housing buildings around the world and bring a necessary redeϯ nition of existing productive/reproduc-
tive schemes, housing temporalities, and levels of cooperation in living. This questioning of existing housing typologies to 
create new deϯ nitions of the home entails an exploration of a variety of alternative spatial tectonic and architectural forms. 

For setting these studies, students need to choose a large city from the Mediterranean and to explore its inner-city areas to iden-
tify existing housing typologies and potential opportunities. According to the unit, in order to achieve a right to the city, there 
should not be a tabula rasa condition, but rather the ability to negotiate the conditions that already exist. And thus, the focus 
will be to ϯ nd urban gaps, unused structures, or redundant buildings in this cities, where artefact proposals could be placed. 
Conclusions of these explorations will establish a rough foundation for individual thesis consisting of text, im-
ages, models, and drawings connected through speciϯ c positions, which will be discussed throughout the year. 
Lectures: Domestic typologies pasts and futures & The Mannerism Mind W9-10 (tbc)
Seminars: Explorations on housing in inner-city areas of large Mediterranean cities W8
Outputs/End of  Term Jury (W12): two booklets on forms of living and housing typologies, and site investigation (to be com-
pleted), “rules page” summarising artefacts formal relations, a glossary of artefacts explored, ϯ rst proposal drawings and models 
and a draft written thesis.
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Term 2
11 Weeks - From the 8th of January to 22nd of March

The second term will continuing investigating each individual site and building context selected. This investigation will bring 
a speciϯ c design brief and target users from in need. Once deϯ ned, artefact solutions tested in the ϯ rst term will be redeϯ ned.

FIELD RESEARCH
Term 2 - Weeks 1-4

At the intersection of three continents, the Mediterranean region has been the scene of some of the most intense human mobil-
ity and devastating economic crises over the past 25 years. Since the beginning of this century, major cities of this region have 
experienced an escalating housing crisis that has aϦ ected especially the most vulnerable groups of the society. The inϲ ux of new 
residents in these dense inner areas over the past two decades has added to the challenges already faced by these cities due to 
property speculation, tourism development, urban exodus to the periphery, and a shortage of social housing. Consequently, 
these phenomena have rearranged the areas of such cities that were once fundamental to social relations, compromising their 
liveability and necessitating the development of precise architectural solutions that create new housing options. For a deeper 
understanding of this situation, individual investigations will addressing sociocultural, political, and economic questions in the 
chosen city focusing on local ways of living, diϦ erent cultural customs, and spatial characteristics where everyday life takes place. 
Workshop: Photogrammetry W3
Outputs at the Mid Term Jury (W6-7): complete booklets on forms of living  and site investigation that summarize socio-
cultural, political, economic and physical investigation of the context-building chosen, a survey, highly detailed drawings and 
possibly a model of the site-building  selected.  

HOUSING THE COLLECTIVE
Term 2 Weeks 5-8 

The post-Covid-19 economic instability, raise on energy prices and subsequent inϲ ation are worsening the already exist-
ing housing crisis in Mediterranean cities. As a response, more aϦ ordable and alternative methods of inhabitation from 
both the public and private sectors, such as cooperatives, cohousing, coliving, home-swapping, and social housing, need 
to be considered. For that end, the unit will carry out a speciϯ c investigation on housing and new forms of collective living . 

Through this investigation, we will examine ϯ rst social structures by exploring networks of shared interests, associations, co-
operation, and care that are increasingly free and capable of surviving in urban centres, and then test architectural artefacts 
that can articulate these relationships meaningfully. For this testing, these artefacts will be implemented into previous pro-
posals considering various questions such as  permeability, porosity and accessibility in the relation between to the im-
mediate exterior context and interior spaces, and transits and diϦ erent levels of privacy between diϦ erent interior spaces. 

All of these tests will be based on Mediterranean domestic culture and lifestyles, including the promotion of so-
cial interaction in semi-open spaces, the blurring of boundaries between semi-public and private, and the use of 
“zaguanes”, corridors or hallways, as transition spaces between the interior and the exterior. These scenarios will 
be expressed through “perspectivised” plans and sections, views and conceptual drawings by taking into consid-
eration diϦ erent building users, interior environments, circulation main trajectories and suggestive perceptions. 
Previews: 4th years previews 13-14 March 2024 and 5th years previews 20-21 March 2024.
     ETS Previews (Interim Jury for 5th years) W9 (date to be conϯ rmed)      
     Final Submission of  ETS Books 24th April 2024
Outputs: four main booklets almost complete (artefacts´ formal relations, site investigation and survey, forms of living and 
sustainable material possibilities), drawings, models  and collages of housing schemes proposed, proposal drawings and models, ,  
development of individual thesis , the ETS portfolio    
UNIT TRIP to Morocco at the ϯ rst weeks of  the Spring Break (dates to be conϯ rmed)
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TERM 3
9 Weeks- From the 22nd of April to 21st of June

Term 3 will be focused on completing and editing the ϯ nal project portfolio and individual thesis. The majority of time 
and eϦ ort will be put into the representation of the design portfolio, producing drawings and models necessary to ex-
plain the architectural proposal, ϯ nalising individual arguments and preparing a clear presentation of the work produced.  

POLITICS AND NARRATIVES OF ARTEFACTS INSERTIONS
Term 3 Weeks 1-2

As part of the ϯ nal conclusion of the work done, there should be some reϲ ection  on the politics generated by the artefacts pro-
posed and the new social dynamics within the context and the chosen building that they articulate. We will produce collages and 
short texts or manifestos that deϯ ne each proposal’s intentions and consequences in the existing urban fabric to accompany the 
whole year´s thesis. Drawings and models will also help to interrogate relationships within the proposal and with its immediate 
context, and their capability in speciϯ c locations to engage with the city space. In this sense, the context is brought forward as an 
important part of each proposal design.  In addition, daily narratives created by the architectural artefacts will be speculated and 
represented through rendering visualizations and drawings. They will help to explain the design intentions and test the uses of 
the spaces generated. 
Workshop on rendering visualisation Rhino and Photoshop advance, and VRay.

Weeks 3-5
Final large and detailed drawings, visualisations and models of the proposal will be produced during these intense weeks. The 
artefacts will be scrutinised till small-scale detailing to respond accordingly to conceptual ideas. Design decisions like the position 
of doors, size and layout of windows or even materials and their manufacturing used for each space in the proposal need to re-
spond to an idea of inhabitation and the politics implied. All work will be reviewed at the End of Year Jury, where guest scholars, 
architects and urbanists will be invited to give feedback before ϯ nal reviews. 

Final Unit Review of work at the End of Term Jury W5
Outputs: Final Portfolio and Book (collection of all booklets), ϯ nal thesis, ϯ lms, ϯ nal Models and large Drawings.

Weeks 6-9
Last weeks each student will compile all work in booklets and a main portfolio. These documents need to be edited to give certain 
coherence with the presentation script prepared. Thesis will be revised and sharpen up to be prepared for ϯ nal reviews.

Final Reviews: 4th years reviews 5-6 June 2024 and 5th years reviews 11-12 June 2024. 
Committee Hons. 13th June 2024.
External Examination RIBA Part 2 18th June 2024
Graduation 21st June 2024
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